My name is Barry Koren. My calling: to create atbetmore resilient, more local world. My work: rkating of
architectural and related services.

My primary client these days is a very talentedhectual firm which has won a number of nationasigns awards.
In the current economy (2011), there are relatit@ly strong prospects for traditional work.

This problem my client and | face in our marketimgrk is similar to the problems faced by the miikoof
Americans who have no job or are afraid of losimgjrtjob.

At the same time that my client and I, and milliatlers, are looking for work, there is an enormausunt of
work to be done everywhere | look--bridges are diimg, schools are in disrepair, roofs need todpaired, homes
need improvements. Improvements are needed insthef land and energy.

This undone work is a symptom of the enormous milthat we face in the US. Unemployment is danggy
high for our political stability. Many people auaeable to pay for their mortgages. We are in thvaes though
there are no foreign militaries threatening ourresko The waste we create threatens the envirorenenive are
threatened by violent weather and global warmi¢e feel natural and competitive threats to our gnsupplies.
And we hear that there are simply not enough ressun the whole world to support the appetitelsath the US
and China.

The traditional tools for tackling these problems weaker than they've been. The political systemore corrupt
and dysfunctional than I've ever seen it. Commatioa from traditional sources--newspapers, TV, azagps--are
becoming more eye-catching entertainment and fratgdento niches. They're no longer sources ofeshafo that
can bring us together and be a trustworthy sour@&@mation that can guide people's action.

The bottom line is that the present course is ustiaénable--and major changes are almost in view.

The blessing in this is that we have the opporyuitchannel this change:
to create a better future by keeping only the bésthat we now have and harking back to an eadienpler time to
create a more resilient, more local world.

My vision for this simpler future is this: by thegr 2030, when my grandsons will be 19 and 22rdate a world or
place where most people can sit around the kittdlgle with loved ones eating locally grown food avitere there
are no more garbage trucks because people havebeunasters of unwaste.

Whereas there's a scarcity of traditional workrnfgrarchitectural client, there is a world of wodkite done in
organizing and building this vision -- certainly fmy talented client and me. Whereas our presahtiasustainable
course scares me, building more resilient waysvofg and a new, better culture inspires me. Mt to join with
others of similar mind who want to channel the g®aim a positive direction.
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